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Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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REASONS FOR THE PROPOSAL -

-1, Council Dlrective of 22 November 1973 on the synchronisation of general

population’censuses\stipulates that Member states shall conduct a

 general population on a date between 1 March‘and 31 May 1981,

2,

’

In a memorandum dated 11 July 1979 the Permanent Representation for _

Franoe'oonveyed a request from the French Government for a derogation

' from this Directive for the following .reasons:

A

'When the Directive was being prepared, France aocepted the proposed

period taking account, in particular, of the‘eleotoral timetable, How— -

ever, the t1m1ng of the pre81dent1al elections has been altered by the

" death of Mr. George Pompidou. The flrst round of the next presidential . .

election is scheduled to take place in the latter half of April 1981, -

~ The coincidence of this election and the censns/would lead to the_risk

of the two operations being linked in the mind of the public and would,‘

in additlon, 1mpose a heavy and in many cases excessive workload on-

" local admlnlstratlons.

3.

Tne French Government therefore considers that the census should take
plaoe in France outside the period 1 March to 31 May 1981. It shoulq
be postponed to March 1982, which is the most sultable date in the
following year « . I

"y ST,

The Commission accepts that the above reasons‘oonstitute'valid'grounds

for a postponement of the French population census, It must, however,

point out that postponement will have a number of oonseqnences detract-

' ing from the ' value of the forthcoming Community census, In particular,

the availability of the overall results will be delayed while inter-
country comparisons will be leSS‘exact than had all the national cen-

suses taken place within the same short interval, In addltlon, the im—

'portant psycholog1cal advantage of a slmultaneous Communltyaw1de exer—

-

cise will be lost.
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4. The Commlss1on agrees with the v1ew of the French Government that,

if the census is to be postponed “this should be for a perlod of one

. . ¢ year rather -than to a later date in 1981. This is because seaBonal
D Lo factors, notably 1n respect of employment ‘and place of residence,
. /- have & major influence on census results, . ! RS '
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ProposaL for a
COUN(‘IL DIRECTIVE (EEC)

‘deroyzting in favour of the French ®enuhlic Directive 73/403/EEC on the
synchronisation of ceneral populatién censuses

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,
Having regard to the Treaty establlshlng the Furopean Economlc Communlty,
and in partlcular Article 213 thereof, '

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission,
(1)

Whereas Council Directive 73/403/EEC stipulates that Member States

shall conduct a general population census on a daie between 1 March and .
31 May 1981,

Whereas serious admlnlstratlve dlfflcultles, which could not have been
foreseen at the time when the Directive was adopted have arlsen whzch
are detrimental to the good conduct of the census, in the French Republlc ‘

‘between the said dates,

/

Whereas 1t is now proposed to hold the saad general populatlon census 1n

. the French Republlo between 1 March and 31 May 1982,

- HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE

Article 1

v . - A ta . N 1

By way of derogailon from Article 1 of D{reet1ve'
73/403/EEC , the French Republic shall conduct the general population census
on a date between 1 March and 31 May 1982

This Directive is addressed to the Member Statess

Done at Brussels, o For the Council
’ o ; ' The President

(1) 0J No L 347, 17.12.1973, p. S0.



