ARCHIVES HISTORIQUES
DE LA COMMISSION

COLLECTION RELIEE DES
DOCUMENTS "COM"

COM (78)678

Vol. 1978/0259



Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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PROPOSAL FOR A COUNCIL DIRECTIVE ON THE

approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the operating space,
access to the driving position (entry and exit facilities), and to the doors and
windows of wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors.

(presented by the Commission to the Council)
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I.

EXPLANATCRY MEMORANDUM

INTRODUCTION

Over 430 000 tractors were manufactured in the Community in 1977,
representing turnover of almost 3 000 million EUA. Four out of ten
of these tractoré were supplied to the home market of the Member State
of manufacture. Last year Community exports of this comnodity
exceeded imports by almost 1 000 million EUA.

These figures illustrate the economic significance of this sector and
explain why, as early as 1969, the Council, on a proposal from the

Commission, felt that the removal of barriers to trade in this sector
was of primary importance (1). There were a large number of national
rules in force obliging manufacturers to adapt tractors to the market

for which they were intended.

The Commission immediately embarked on the necessary work. In accordance
with the method adopted for motor vehicles, the Commission proposed to ;
the Cowmncil a type-approval directive for wheeled agricultural or
forestry tractors (2). This was adopted in 1974. The directive lays
down that several proposals may be forwared to the Council each dealing ?
with various technical specifications for tractors. As these are
adopted, Community specifications will gradually move towards harmonization.
Thirteen separate directives have already been adopted. This proposal 1
is the fourth to be forwarded in the sector concerned this year.

The Commission is determined to continue its efforts and if the Council
maintains the same momentum in adopting the relevant directives, full
harmonization of specifications for tractors, as envisaged by the

type~-approval directive, will be achieved within a'veny short time.

(1) General programme for the removal of technical barriers to trade,
0J N° C 76, 17.6.1969. '

(2) 0T N° L 84, 28.3.1974.



II. GENERAL

This proposal for a directive comes under the Community type-approval procedure; which

was the subject of Council Directive 74/150/EEC of 4 March 1974,

This Community type—approval procedure for wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors
has not so far covered the operating space or windowsi Since the adoption of the
directive, some Member States have felt the need to lay down requirements at naticnal

level governing these parts of the tractor.

It is for this reason that the Commission, in agreement with the experts from the

Member States. considered it advisable to include in the amendment to the directive, which is at
the same time to be laid vefore Council, provisions on the operating space and
windows, for which reference will be made to sepafate directives, This step will j
supplement the Community type—approval procedure and enable the proéedure to be

applied in the near future.

This document deals with the Commission's proposals relating to operating space, access
to the driving position (entry and exit facilities) and to windows and doors of
wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors having a fixed or variable drive-—axle track
of 1 150 mm or more. The proposals lay down design reaquirements which aim at ensuring
that the tractor driver can work in safety and without undue fatigue (operating space),
that he can enter énd leave the driving position easily and without danger and can

safely operate the doors and windows, including the emergency exits.

III. COMMENTS ON THE ARTICLES

., The directive applies to wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors with a maximum

(1) oJ N° L 84, 28.3.1974, p. 10.



*—‘_;dééidﬁ‘gﬁééauﬁ?"ﬁéfweéd 6 and 25 km/h and a fixed or variable drive-axlg track of 1 150 m
or more (Article 1), o

Artlcle 2 lncorporates into the EEC type approval procedure the requirements reiatlng to
tha operatlng space, access to driving position and to windows and doors, as well as
provi51ons to ensure that tractors are used in conformity with the requirements of

the directive in certaln new Member States which do not yet have a national type-

1
!
approval procedure. ‘ i
!
{

Article 3 lays down the procedure for adépting the directive to technical progress,
This procedurs is described in Article 13 of ths Council Directive oF 4 March 1974
on the type—approval of wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors.

Article 4 lays down that Member States shall have a period of elghteen months within
. which to adept to the directive {Article 4(1))

Finally, the Commission must be informed in good time of all draft provisions prepared
by Member States in the field covered by the Directive; such infarmation must enable
it to formulate any comments it may have on the draft (Article 4(2)).

’IV. CONSULTATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE

4

T e wRT

The opinion of these two bodies is required pursuant to Article 100(2) of the Treaty.

corf s



THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, and in
prrtloular Article 100 thersef,

Having regard to the proposal from tée Commission, ) .

Heving regard to the opinion of the Eurunesn Parliameht,

- Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Scuial Committee,

Whereas the technical requirements with which tractars must comply pursuant to
national legislation covers, amongst other things, the operating space, access

to the driving position {entry and exit facilities), as well as, doors and windows;

Whereas these requirements ditfer from one Member States to another; whereas

the same requiremants should be adopted in all Member States, either in addition
to or in place of existing legislation; with a view to the implementation, for
each type of tractor, of the EEC type—approval procedure which is the subject

of Council Directive 74/150/EEC of 4 March 1974 on the approximation of the

laws of the Member States relating to the type—approval of wheeled agricultural
‘ (2),

or forestry tractors(12 as emanded by Directive N° Goscescecasosnee

HAS ADCPTED THIS DIRECTIVE :
Article 1

1. Tractor (agricultural or forestry) means any motor vehicle, fitted with wheels
or endless tracks, having at least two axldes; the main function of which lies
in its tractive power and which is specially designed to tow; push, carry or
power certain tools, machinery or trailers intended for agricultural or forestry

use, It may be equipped to carry a load and passengers,

2. This Directive shall apply only to tractors defined in paragraph 1 above which
are fitted with pneumatic tyres and which have two axles and a maximum design
speed of between 6 and 25 kim/h and a fixed or variable drive-axle track of

-1 150 mm of mors.

(1) 0J N° 84, 28.3.1974, P. 10/24
(2) O N, s Pe



T Article2 T T

" No Member Etate may refuss EEC type-epmcval or national type-approval of a trectc!

1.

2.

or refuse or prohibit the sale, registration, entry into service or use of a trec--
tor 'on grounds relating to 3 : S ) : . .
- the operating space; *

- access to the driving position (entry and exit facilities);

- doors and windows '

where thesecomply with the provisions of Annex I to this Directive,
Article 3

Any amendnents that ars necessary in order to adapt the requirements of Annex I to
technical progress shall be adopted in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 13 of Directive 74/150/EEC. ° ' ’

Article 4
Member States shall bring into force the provia.;ns necessary in order to comply
with this Directive within eighteen months after its notification and shall
forthwith inform the Commissionthereof.

As soon as this Directive has been notified, Member States shall ensure that the
Commission is informed, in sufficient time for it to submit its comments, of any
draft laws, regulations or administrative provisions which they intend do adopt
in the field covered by this Directive,

Article S

This Directive is addressed to the Member States,



ANNEX T

I, Operating soace

-

I.1 "Operating space" means the minimum volume available to the driver!to enable

him to operate the tractor safely and without undue fatigue.

I.2 The width of the operating space must be at lsast 900 wm, at a height of 400~
500 mm above the seat reference point (see Figure 1)as determined according

to the method described in Appendix 1.

I.3 Vehicle components and accessories must not hamper the driver in his
handling of the tractor.

1.4 The distance from the outer rim of the steering wheel to the cab wall

or to any other manual control must be at least 80 mm, (see Figure 2)

I.8 The rear wall of the cab, at a height of 300-900 mm determined from the

' median longitudinal plare of tﬁe tractor passing through the seat reference
point must be at least 150 mm from the plane perpendicular to the median
longitudinal plane of the tractor passing through the seat reference point

(see Figure 2).This wall must have a width of at least 300 mm on either side
of the median longitidunal plane of the tractor passing through the seat
reference point (see Figure 3], ’

1.6 The distance between the manual controls and the cab wall must be at least
80 mm (see Figure 3).
I.7 The clearance between the seat reference point and the roaof must be at

least 1 050 mm (see Figure 2);

I, Access to the driving position (entry and exit facilities)

II.1 It must be possible to use the entry and exit facilities without danger.
Provision must not be made for the use of wheel hubs, hub covers or wheel

rims as means of entry or exit,

I1I.2 The points of access to the driving pésition and to the passenger seat must
be free of any parts liable to cause injury : where such parts cannot be
avoided at these points, e.g. where a clutch pedal is present, at least

.- one footrest must be provided either in front of, behind or beside such parts}

I1.3 Steps, integral foot recesses and rungs must have the following minimum

dimensions :

Depth clearance : 150 mm minimum,



II.4

II.5

I1.6

"Width clearance Ty 250 mm minimum

(Values lower than this minimum width are authorized only

whare justifisd on technical grounds, Whers this is the |
case, the aim must ke to achieve the greatest possible width
clearance, which, howaver, must not be less than 4150 mm,) ‘

Height clearance : 120 mm minimum and 300 mm maximum (see Figure 4),

The upper step or rung must be easily recognizable and attainable for a person
leaving the vehicle. In addition; the steps must be regularly spaced,

Hanholds (e,g., hand rails, grab handles, etc.) must accompany all entry and exit ‘
facilities, They must be permanently attached and fall readily to hand both from
the grouund and from the cab, ) ‘

The lowest foothold must not be more than 500 mm above the groind {see Figurs 4)5
Steps, integral Toot recesses and rungs must net be smooth but must be designed in
such a way that the foct will not slip or slide. The metelwork of such steps

and integral foot recesses must we sufficiently open to prevent the eccumulation
of mud, earth, snow, etc,, that might increase the risk of slipping.

III. Docors and vincows

III.1

III.3

III.4

The operating devices for doors ard windows must be designed and installed in such

a way that they constitute no danger to the driver nor any impecdiment to him while
he is driving.

The opening angle of the door must permit entry and exit'withoutbt darigexr.

Ventilation windows must be easily adiustahble.

]
At least tihree apertures {which may consist of door{s), windscreen, side window(s);
rocf; etco) must be provided for theamergency exit from the safety ceb. They must
be capahle of being openad from inside the cab, Each aperture; except for the
doors; must be located on a differant cab wall and have the following minimum
dimensions '

square aperture - circular aperture rectangular aperture
" ) . — — .
side ' - ddameter width height
mm ) mm mm mm

600 700 470 630
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METHOD OF DETERMINING TH: SFAT REFERENCE POINT "G

Definition of the seat reference point "S"

The seat reference point "§" is defined as the point in the median longitudinal
plane of the seat where the tangential plane at the base of the padded backrest
and a horizontal intersect. This horizontal plane cuts the lower surface of the

seat pan panel 150 mm in front of the seat reference point "S".

Positioning of the seat

The seat must be set in its rearmost and highest position.

Device for determing the seat reference point "5"

The device illustrated in Figure 1 consists of a panel representing the seat ban .
and other panels representing the backrest , The lowerbackrest panel is jointed
at the level of the iliac crests (A) andthe lumbus (8), Jjoint (B) being adjustablé
in height. ’ _

Method of determining the seat reference point "S"

The seat reference point "S" must be determined by using the cevice illustrated in
Figures 1 and 2 to simulate use of the seat by the driver, The device must be
positioned an the seat. A force of 850 N must than be applied at a point 50 mm in
front of joint "A" and the two parts of the backrest board must be lightly pressed?
tangentially asgainst the padded backrest,

It is not possib.e to determine a tangent for each surface of the padded backrest
(below and above the lumbar region), the following procedure must be followed :

a) where it is not possible to determine a tangent to .the lowest possible surface :
the lowest part of the backrest panel must be lightly pressed against the padded

backrest in a veftical position,



Agggndix 1
page 2

* '

b) where it is not possible to determine a definite tangent to the highe%% pos- -
sible surface : the joint (B) must be set at a height of 230 mm above the refe-
rence point "S" if the lowest part of the backrest panel is bertical. Then'the
two parts of the backrest panel are pressed lightly and tangentially against the
padded backrest in a vertical position. : ’ '

- .
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FICURE 1

" DEVICE FOR DETERMINING THE SEAT REFERENCE POINT (S)

=T W NI 34V -SNOISNEWIQ 1TV °

FIGURE 2
DEVICE IN POSITION -




ST UTTTANNEXTTIT i o

MODEL o : S o

v . H
1 . .o ! . ! t

Name of administration ;

ANNEX TO THE EEC TYPE-APPROVAL CERTIFICATES FOR A TRACTOR TYPE IN RESPECT OF THE
OPERATING SPACE, ACCESS TO THE DRIVING POSITION (ENTRY AND EXIT FACILITIES) AND DOORS ;
AND WINDOWS. : ' ' , . i

(Article 4(2) and Article 10 of Council Directive 74/1S0/EEC of 4 March 1974 on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the EEC type-approval of
wheeled agricultural or forestry tractors),

EEC type approval N°, ;....;......................................................
1, Componentfs) or characteristic(s) (*
" - operating spacs

-~ access to the driving position (entry and exit facilities)

-~ doors and windows
2. Make of tractor or business name.of manufactufer $sssssscssssrsssensssssancans
3. Type and commercial designation of tractor ..;..;-............................
-4, Name and address of manufacturer ......a.....;................................'

5, Where applicable, name and address of manufacturer's authorized representative

6, Brief description of tractor l.ll...l...l.l..ll"l..!ll.l.ll..l..'...I..Oll.l."-

S 00N 0E RS0 ENAOINENNEINS IO OO DRIREPBINOLAINNOEREENTEONESANENNVOAREOROOBOENRNERRAESRED

7. Description of component{s) and/or characteristic(s) mentioned under 1 above
009 S0 G0 ¢ B0 R RSUN LCRNEEERENITCE0 QA8 000 38C00 0 P2 0BERCUESIDREEAES BON C0OCBORBESROOPIEEN |

8.,T?actdr submitted for EEC type—approval on .;................................
S. Techn;cal service performing the tesfs .....................................;
10. Date of report issued by that service......:.................................
11.'Number of report issued by that service .;-...................q..............

12. Type-approval for the operating space (*),.access to the driving position
(entry and exit) (%), doors and windows (*) has been granted/refused (¥*).

%
Delete where inapplicable,



13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

-2—

Place ‘ll.l_‘.;lall...ﬂ'.ll l.li.l..ll.‘ll.llIlll.ll.il..e....l.........Q.ll&.‘o..’l.rl.

Date .tIn.’l.’.l-.lll.tll!Bl.!.al'llll..- erse

-

Signatur‘e ..'l.."-.lrll.l..l.ll...lll.ﬂ.ll'l N W

The following documents bearing the EEC type—approval number shown above are
appended hereto :

00080 600000 08T 08SENCEETOSY SIESITOOOEASESTS diml.—lsional mwir\gs

esssssesresenesssesasssne tononu-o.oa.-‘.. exploded view or photograph of thes cab
’ or entry and exit facilities.

Any other comments l..ll.lll-..-.ll.‘.lllll.l...l.Oll.l“.lll.l..ll....villlﬂ‘l..l'

: .
6000000600808 0888600680400 0880800a08RERVRNINI003ES0FNTEeROC00CRNTEREEsORROONSD



