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Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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Abstract

This report follows up a discussion between the delegates from the Member

- States and the Commission departments concerned under the aegis of the
Working Group on "Animal Products Statistics". In this report the Commission
mainly stresses its interest in: . B

1) maintaining the quality of the samples selected for the livestock survey;

2) adhering to the time limits laid down in Directive 73/132/EEC partlcularly
for the monthly production statistics;

3) improving the breakdown into calves and adulf cattle in the producfion
estimates and extending the forecast period;

4) harmonizing regional statisticse

* * . -
Article 10 of the Council Directive of 15 May 1973 (73/132/EEC)1), supplemented
by Directive 78/53/EEC of 19 December 1977 , states that:

"the Commission shall submit to the Furopean Parliament and to the Council every
three years and for the first time in 1976 a report on the experience gained ‘

from the surveyé and the forward estimates provided for in this Directive'.

This report on experience gained in the period 1976-1978 is the second report
on this subject since the first Community‘survey on cattle.produciion was
carried out by the Member States in December 19733‘. In it the Commission
stresses the main points in the working document, drawn up by its own departments
as a basis for an exchange of views among the Member States which was held in

June 1979 as part of the work of the Agricultural Statistics Committee.

Te Exﬁerience gained-

I1. Commission's proposals.

1) 0.J.L 153 of 9.6.1973, page 25
OsJ L 16 of 20.1.1978 - page 20
3) Initial report COM (765 - 502 final of 29.9.1976
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I, EXPERIENCE GAINED

1. Reference date for livestock surveys

* As from 1973 "the Member States shall carry out a statistical survey of total
- cattle numbers, using as the reference date any day in December" (73/132/EEC,

Arte 1),

As frbm 1978, they also carzy'out each year "an intermediate survey of the

bovine livestock, using any day in May or June as the reference date" (78/53/EEC,
Art, 2 (1)), '

The reference dates for these surveys differ from country to country, due to

-national differences in survey programmes, Very little experience has been

gaihed as yet with the May/June surveys, but in future the reference period

. for the intermediate survey should be reduced.

2. Quality of the surveys

| regular check on errors of observation,

Exhaustive surveys are carried out in Belgium and $he Federal Republic of

Germany in December; in the Netherlands, in-Belgium, Luxembourg, -the United .

: Kingdom, in Ireland(once-every 5'yeaﬁﬁand in Denmark in May/June. Of those .

Member States which use random sampling only the Federal Republio of Gefmany ;
regularly informs EUROSTAT of its calculations of sampling errorse Thus the
Commission is unable to check whether Article 4 (3) of Directive 73/132/EEC

is being 1mplemented : although the reliability-

~ of the results, which are essential as a basis for forward estimates and for

' managing the markets, depends on how representaxlve the samples are,

Under Article 1 (2) of Directive 73/53/EEC, the Member States must, if necessary,
take appropriate measures to assess errors of observatione In practice only

two countries, viz. Belgium and the Federal Republic of Germany, carry out a
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3. Derogations provided for in Directive 78/53/EFC

~

Italy has not requested further extension beyond .1980 of the derogation
provided for in Article 1 (1) of Directive 78/53/EEC, which states that
. sambling errors of up to 1.5% of the total number of livestock and up to
2.5% of the total number of cows are acceptable for this Member State,

Since the eXperiehce gained from the intermediate May/June surveys is still
~very limited, since the first was conducted in 1978, the Commission cannot
yet make a judgement on whether the derogation provided for in Article 2 (3)
of Directive 78/53/EEC ig justifieds This allows the numbers for certain
categories'of cattle to be estimated on the basis of the data\from national

BUrvVeyS.

~

A, Time limits for notification of forward estimates and survey data

Forvward estimates for production and provisional livestock survey data are
available for the meetings of the Working Group, which are aiways held in
February and October. Thus the time limite laid down in the Directive are
generally met as regards the December survey. They were also met for the
1978 intermediate survey. On the other hand, the final data, broken down by

region and size classes of the livestock, are generally notified very late,

The Member S&ates must forward tb the Commission the monthly statistical data
"ot later than 6 weeks after the month to which they refer". During the period
1976=1978 the time taken to notify monthly statistics was regularly 1onger.¢hén
2 months for France and Italy. The Netherlands took considérably less time,
and/so did Denmafk, which forwarded provisional data which were very close -

to the final data. It is exceptional for the other Member States to take

longer than 2 months.

5e Harmonized definition of production

During the period 1976~78 considerable progress was made on harmonizing the
monthly statistics for cattle production, largely because of a precise
"definition of pfoduotion", adapted to the NIMEXE nomenolaturs and published
in Directive 78/53/EEC;
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External trade in live animals at. present covers all animals, including
breeding animals and pure~bred animals, although the Member States contlnue

to prov1de additional data on external trade in animals for slaughter,

As regards slaughterlngs, the possibility should be studied of breaking down
adult male cattle into "young cattle™ and "adult cattle", rather than into '
"bulls" and "bullocks" in accordance with the categories laid down in
Article 6 (2) of Directive 73/132/EEC. .

6., Forecast deviations

Since the Member States did not give a systematic breakdown of production
forecasts into .categories and half-year periods before 1978, EUROSTAT can
calculate forecast deviations only for the whole year's production of calves
and all adult cattle. The forecasts made in the February of those years on
" the basis of the December surveys deviated by less than 1% from the actual
figures for total cattle production in the Community as a wholes The breakdown
into calves and adult cattle is much less reliable. In 1976 and 1977 the
October forecasts did not imﬁrove the February forecasts, but in 1978 (perhaps '
reflecting the first beneficial effects of the Community survey in May/June!?)

the October forecasts for the current year turned out to be very good,

In conclusion,

a) it would appear that the deviations between the forecast and actual figures
for total catile production are becoming smaller both for the Community as a

whole end in most cases for each of the Member States;

b) it is still too soon to assess the quality of the farecasts based on the”
May/June surveys, but the initial results are very encouraging;

c) a special effort should be made to improve the breakdown of production
into the various categories, which in particular will give better forecasts
- for calves,’ '

Te Finan01ng animal pOpulatlon surveys

The weXpenses incurred by the Member States when conducting the December cattle
survey were covered durlng the period 1973-1978 by the prvment of a ‘standard

amount from the budget of the European Communities.

Financial assistance with the costs of the intermediate surveys should be
" provided by the European Communities for thelperiod 1978-1980 only. -
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II, COMMISSION'S PROPOSALS

1. Subdivision of animals of less than 12 monfhs inté age groups

To obtain a better idea of the significance of calves in productioh forecasts
the Commission suggests that the category "cattle of less than 12 months" in
Article 3 (1) of Directive 73/132/EEC ghould be replaced by "cattle of less

than six months" and "cattle under one year but not under six months".

2. Extension of the forecast period

The Commission departments responsible for managing the market must have the
production forecasts for the following calendar year by autumn so that‘they

can prepare price proposals and the annual report on the agricultural situation
in the Community,‘and draw up annual estimated balance sheeté of young male
cattle for fattening and of frozen beef and veal for processing.

~

3. Breakdown of livestock by breéd or intended use

A breakdown of bovine livestock according to the main uses for which they have
been bred could be useful for following the incidence of milk/meat substitution

and for improving medium-term forecasts,

- This breakdown could be calculated every two years either from the data from
one of the Community cattle surveys or on the basis of non-~harmonized national

dat Qe

4e In order to continue with the work of harmonizing regional statistics, which
has begun in the milk sector under Directive 78/320/EEC, the Commission would
like the cattle in the United Kiﬁgdom to be subdivided by "standard regions".

5. The derogation provided for in Article 2 (3) of Directive 78/53/EEC could
be extended until 1983, i.e. after the next report on experience gained from
statistical surveys on cattle had been submitted to the European Parliament

and the Council,

coefoes
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With benefit of the experience gained during the period 1976—1978 thé
Commission will embody the main'poinis of the above proposals 1, 3, 4 and

5 in a new definition of the categories given in Article 3 (1) of Directive
73/132/EEC, which it will submit as a proposal to the Standihg Committee for
Agricuitural Statistics, and will also forward to the European Parliament

and the Council a'prOposal for an additional Directive specifying a break-—

. down of cattle by breed or intended use, amendment of the regibnal subdivisions
provided for in Article 5 (2) of Directive T3/132/EEC, and an extension of the
derogation provided for in Article 2' (3) of Directive 78/53/EEC. Lastly,
through the Working Group "Animal Products Statistics", the Commission will
-try to bring thé Member States round gradually to‘providing production

- forecasts for the calendar year following the latest survey.



