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Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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COMI-UNICATION FRCOM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL

I, Under Article 3 (1) of the Council Directive of 12 December 19721, the
Council must prepare, on & proposal from the Commission, a list of the
countries or parts of countries from which Member States authorize the
importation of bovine animals and swine and fresh meat (bovine animals,
swine, sheep and goats and domcstic solipeds ) or of one or several of
these categories of animals and products, account being taken of the

heelih situation in these countries or parts of countries.

At prescnt, the animals and meat referred o above are subject to rules
which govern only intra-Community trade, Imports from third countries
are therefore effected under conditions which gtill form part of nationel
provisions, zlthough these are not necesserily more favourable than those

governing intra~Community tradec.

In various Working Parties, the Commission has examined the case of each

of those third countries which ueuplly export to one or several Member
States, It wes clearly evident, on completion of this work, that, although
sorie third countries had no particular prcblems, many others would have

to overcome a number of difficulties, These difficulties arise from two

main sources:

— the importetion of animals end fresh meat is subject to different

corditions in Member States with differing health situations;

—~ eech Member State has, traditionsally, certain particular sources of
supply, or sources which it does not shere with all the other Member
States,

1, With veenrd *o the first source of difficulties, it should be pointed out
that Denmark, the United Kingdom and’Ireland'obtained, through the Treaty
of Accession and also through the Council Directive of 12 December 1972
cn heelth problemsaffeciing intra~Community trade in fresh meat (oJ L 302, 31
Decembre T2, p24),certain derogations allowing them to retain,for intra-Communei

coeoes

1Council Directive of 12 December 1972 on health and veterinary inspection

problems upon impertation of bovine animals and swine and fresh meat from
third courtries (0J No L 302, 31 December 1972, p 28).



' trede and wrbhin certain lmits, their na.tlona.l laws relf_:blncf to the
" importation of animals and protection against swine fever end foot-and-
““mouth’ dlsease. It is evident that the spec1a.1 a.rra.ngements granted to

the three new Member Stetes for 8 speclflc per:i.od shéuld be extended for
'bhe same period under the arrangements governmg importa from third

countr:.es. Only when wniform trade condltlons ha.ve been laid down in

the Communi‘ty will it be possible to apply unlform condifions to imports
: in'to the Community, This is, 'mrthermore, whe.t is meant by Article 33
- (2) of the "third countries" Direct:.ve. | '

" In the mea.ntime ’ 'hhe new Member Sta.'l:es are justified in demanding, for

these imports, safeguards related %o the derogations granted to them.

Although some third countries are approved by all jthe States of the

Community, others ere approved by only certzin Member Stetes. _ It has

also been noted that in some instances, althoﬁgh several Membef Sta.tes
import from ‘the some third country, it is not always the same products

- which are imported (e - one Member State s.ccepts animals and mee.t without

restrictlons- enother limits imports to meat~ g third imports only boned
meat, ete, ). Likewise, in & third country certain premlses (sleughter—

‘ho'uees., cutting plants and cold stores) may be approved by one Hember

", State but not by the others, It is possible, finally, that the entire

o -fberntory of a country may be approved in one msta.nce and only e clearly
\"defined geogra.phlcal area 1n a.nother. FETI :%»-._-,1}-"‘ C

Ve
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It il clea.r that the Member Sta‘bes o,re not properly co-ordlnated in thelr
. ;";'f’;;;atntude tqwards e number of third cou:rbmes. Attention should be drawn

‘ to ‘..thz,s fact, but it should not ‘be regarded as a sign of far~resching
'differences; instead, it should be recognised that the Member States

have strongly differing conceptions of what is meant by equivalence
between the conditions appliea.bie to imports on the one hznd and. the
conditions applicable to intra-Community trade on the other, If a third
country can export certain products to a particular Member State, it is

. because this Member State considers that it hes health safeguerds &t

ool vas



least equivalent to those laid down in the Council Directives for intra-
Community trade, If this is so, and the Commission has no reason to
doubt it, the third country under consideration should also be able to
export under the same conditions to the other Member States, The

reason for the differences which divide the countries of the Community
in this wey lies in the fact that, for various motives, each of them

hes established relations with certzin third countries on a basis of
nutual requirements and of what was possible, Although the parties
acsocicted in this way are sometimes different, the Commission sees

no reason, on grounds -of health, for doubting that the conditions of

.their trade are equivalent,

i1 The aim of the ™thiwd :countries" Directive is %o harmonise all ‘those national
laws ‘which on a health basis &t present govern imports from.third cointries by
adopting Community crrangements in their stecd. This harmonisation
should be completed following & series of Cguﬁcil or Commission acts
adopted pursuant to the Directive of 12 December 1972; the most
inportant of these is, without question, the list which forms the

subject. of the attached proposal.

1. The crlterla which should be taken 1nto account in establishing this
llst are glven in Article 3 of the D1rect1ve~ to ensure that they have
been observed, the Commission has invited the Member States to forward
all the information at their dispoéall. In certein ceses this information
should uhdoubtedly be expanded or updated, some of it being several
years old, Mention should be made in this context of the importance
-of the criteria relating to the speed and regularity with which third
countries must agree to supply information on the presence in their
territory of contagious animal diseases, . It cannot be said that this
requirement is fully observed at present, since the information.is

often not received for several weeks or several months§ nor is the

eoefens

1This information was communiccted to the Commission at the end of April 1974,



- Commission fully informed on what is being done in the campalgn against

contagious diseases in &ll non-member countries,

These reasons do not appear_sufficiént however, for exciuding anonf

. the third countries from the list e« The 1ntroductlon of Communlty

- import arrangements constitutes an entlrely new instrument whlch owing
tq its complexity, requires a period of adJustment in onier to0 function
-properly. . It is therefore impossible to decide\suddenly'that a gliven
country may no longer export to the Community simply because it cannot
comply fully with provisions of which it has only just been informed.

~ Far more important is that such a country should be in a pos1tion to
comply in the future, when the dlrectlve is actually appl}ed, but it
must be clear that. effective complicnce is obligztory; in the event

of non-compliance, this country should not be put on the list or, if
elready there, it should be deleted, Thls would happen 1f this country
did not give a very firm undertzking to supply regular 1nfonnat10n on
its health‘situation. The Commission draws the Council's attention to
the fact that it is continuing to gother all the information it cen
find to supplement the information it has already obt:ined, To this
end, it hos estcblished contact with some third countries which, at the
pfesent time, have not yet enswered the requests for information. If,
from this information, it appeacred that a country named in the attoched
draft{ was not able, or did not recognise the need, to com?ly with
Article 3 -of thé Directive of 12 December 1972, the Commission would
inform the Council 'immediately. " '

This line of action, which is ev1dence of $he will to open up to third
- -countries, is based, in the Commis51on 's oplnion, upon factors which

prove how well it is justified,

vedfves



So far each Member State has decided for itself, upon its sources of
supply (which were not alweys the same as those chosen by its fellow
Members ), and it must be clear that it did so on terms which would safe—
guard the health of human beings and animals against any risk which
might endanger them, This is so not only because this State is naturally
anxious to protect itself from the dangers which could directly threaten
it and which would be the result of authorising imports without sufficient
carz, but also because an outbreak of enizootic disease in this country
could trigger off a dcfence mechanism in the other Member States, a
meclianism which would probably lead to the closing of frontiers;

- it would therefore be affected both on its own territory and in its

trade relations with other countries.

The Cormission is certain that all the Member States have, sometimes
by different means, pursued the same aim, nemely the’avoidance of

- gsuch risks,

. The best proof of this-is the fact that, in recent years the health
situation in the Community has not been endengered by imports from
third countries ~ in other words the sources of supply, although
~different, have been chosen with‘sufficient care, It also provesA

”‘that the_health inspections are carried out with.the required . ,
vigilance both in the third countries and when the imports'reach._

Community territoryl.

For th;s reason the Commission, as it sees no.rééson for excluding
this or that country, is proposing to the Council that all third -
countries which at present export to one or more Member States should,

beiiqcluded in’ the 1igby ' i Yo LU %L

(I%his does not, of course, include fraudulent imports,



It is obvious that, for the reasons set out above, fhg: compilation of
this list in no way prejudges ¥he solutions which have yet to be found
for the individual problems of Denmark, the United Kingdom end Ireland,
end for which these countries have been granted certain derogaztions,

Under Article 3 of the Directive of 12 December 1972, the list could
~include, if neééssary, details concefning the parts of cowntries
vau'thorised to export to‘the Community or concerning the categeries of
animals or meat which may be imported into the EEC. The Comaission
considers that such spedificdtiors should not be introduced for the
present, not because they serve no purpose s but because it is not
the right moment, o S R

The compilation of & common list of approved countrics répresents', of
course, a considerable change in approach, which has hitherto been
exclusively national, It is preferable to wait until this first - and
most imporfcant_ ~ step has been taken before going on to the next stage
of determining exactly which product may be imported from what. region,
This second step, furthermore, would simply be carrying further the
intention which lay behind the first step; for, in the opinion of the
Commission, it is obvious. that inclusion of a country in the list means
in principle that this country can export to the Community. All that
remains is to determine what it can actuzlly export, and under what
conditions, '
The decision %o be taken in this respect will be closely linked with

~ the provisions concerning health inspection which will have to be

~ drafted fbr each third country. These provisions are fornulated on
the basis of the health situation in the couhtry under consideration,
& situation which 1s itself the determining factor in the choice of .. .
animals or meat which may be exported to the Community,



I1I1,

The Commission therefore considers it preferable, in view of the
technical considerations on which possible spedifiddionsconcerning
regions, animals or meat would be based, 4o subnit this question for -
the procedure of the Standing Velerinary Ccmmittee, when it expresses
its opinion, pursuant to Articles 8 (1) end 16 of the Directive on

the ebove-mentioned health conditions,

The Commission will then refer back to the topics dealt with under

peint IT.. l..above, =7 oo sl By thn Crmell,

The Commission therefore proposes that the Council:adopt the attached

draft decision.
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Proposal for &
COUNCTL DECTSION

drawing up a list of the countries from
which the Member States authorise importation

of bovine animals, swine and fresh meat.

THEE COUMCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMIUWITIES,

- Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community,
(1)

and veterinary inspection problems upon importation of bovine animals and

-~ Having regard to Council Directive of 12th December 1972 concerning health
swine and fresh meat from third countries, as last amendsd by Council Direotive of
19th Hovember 1973(2), and in particular article 3 paragraph 1 thercof,

Having regard to the proposal of the Cormission
= Whereas the past experiences of importation from the traditional sources of

supply seem not to have given rise to serious disease problems, when being

submitted to adequate veterinary control measures,

- Yhereas the list of third countries should include countries which have been
traditional supplisrs of live animals and meat to the lMember States, and on

which the necessary information is available,

— Wherecs the details of the commodities which may be exported from the countries
on the list and the specific veterinary conditions under which the exportation

may take place, will be subject to further decisions,

HAS ADCPTED THIS DECISION :
ARTICLE 1

Teking into account the provisions of art. 3 paragraph 2 of the Council
dircctive of 12th December 1972 and without prejudice to the other provisions

lzid down in the said directive, the Member States authorise importation of

coe/oee

(1) oJ Wo L 302, 31.12,1972, p 28
(2) ©J No L 326, 27.11.1973, p. 1T



bovine animals, swine and fresh meat of bovine animals, swine, sheep, and

goats and solipeds from the fcllowing countries :

 Albvania, Argentine, Australia,'Austria, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cﬁba,'Czechoslovakia, El Salvador, Finland, Germend
Democratioc Republic, Greeoe,'Guatemala, Honduras, Eungary, Iceland, Israel,
Madagascar, Malta, Marocco, Mexico, New Zealénd, Nicaragua, Norway, Panana,
Paraguay, Peoples Republic of China, Poland, Portugal, Rumenia, South Africa,
Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Uruguay, United States of

America, Unien.of Soviet Socizlists Republics, Yugoslavia.
Article 2

This decision is addressed to the Member States.

.. Donec at Brussels, For the Council

The President



