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Disclaimer 

Conformément au règlement (CEE, Euratom) n° 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983 
concernant l'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique 
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de l'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983, 
p. 1), tel que modifié par le règlement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003 
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents 
classifiés présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifiés conformément à l'article 5 dudit 
règlement. 

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983 
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic 
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as 
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243, 
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this 
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation. 

In Übereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1. 
Februar 1983 über die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europäischen 
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europäischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983, 
S. 1), geändert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003 
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Öffentlichkeit zugänglich. Soweit 
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Übereinstimmung mit Artikel 5 
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben. 
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STATEMENT OF GROUNDS 

Northern Ireland has always been considered, both within the framework of 

national regional pol icy and at the level of Community structural p o l i c i e s , 

as a peripheral region experiencing exceptionally serious structural problems. 

For this reason Northern Ireland benefits 1n the context of a l l Community p o l i ­

cies and f inancial instruments from the p r io r i t y treatment, from the higher rates 

of Community aids and from several speci f ic actions intended to improve, in conjunc­

tion with measures undertaken by the United Kingdom, the impact of measures designed 

to deal with the above mentioned problems in their various - f i e l d s . 

Total Community grants (commitment) for structural purposes on behalf of Nor­

thern Ireland from 1973 to 1982 inclusive are some £363 m i l l i o n . It may be 

estimated that th is was 1.0 X of regional GbP in 1982 (EEC average 1982 : 

some 0.19 X of GDP). The importance of the Community effort can also be 

i l lus t ra ted by the two following tables : . ' · • ' 

Grants in ECU/head 

Commitments 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977. 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 

Northern 
Ireland 7.5 8.2 17.7 24.7 22.5 32.5 57.3 56.0 76.5 93 0 

EEC 1.6 2.1 3.3 4.2 4.7 5.7 9.7 11.6 14.2 17 2 



Loans in ECU/head 

1973 1974 ' 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 

Northern • 
Ireland - 3.2 -· 18.0 - 50.2 53.3 5.9 -

EEC 4.9 7.8 8.4 9.0_ 10*9 '12.8 15.7 14.0 20.1 

The in i t i a t ive taken by the Commission in proposing to the United Kingdom Govern­

ment an integrated operation in Belfast should be viewed within this.general frame­

work. With this integrated operation in mind, this Government has sent detai ls to the 

Commission of groups of linked inyestments which are important for dev loping«Wie ur­

ban area of Bel fast . This is the main urban industr ia l conurbation 6f the region, 

containing about one th i rd of the total population. Also involved is the main 

port of the region. However, the area suffers from the consequences of concen­

trat ion of industr ial sectors in decline and of an especial ly marked urban 

decl ine. • . · , * 

Despite national and Community measures, the social and economic si tuat ion of 

the region has Worsened continuously. The European Parliament, in i t s resolution 

of 19 June 1981 (1) adopted on the basis of detailed reports on socia l and econo­

mic problems in Northern Ireland, has stressed this worsening si tuat ion and has asked 

for further remedial measures. The reports have stressed in part icular poverty and low 

incomes, housing conditions and health of the population, unemployment and under 

employment and the conditions governing energy supply in this peripheral region. 

The Parliament +ias recommended' the Commission to study more par t icu la r ly certain 

points among which are the "housing stock renewal and renovation of accommodation 

in certain areas (part icular ly Belfast) ,as a matter of urgency, since job creation 

must be linked with improved l iv ing condit ions". 

(1) O . J . n° C 172 of 13.7.1981, p. 122 
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The Commiss ion t h e r e f o r e c o n s i d e r s t h a t the f i e l d i n wh ich a Community 

measure can most r a p i d l y p roduce t a n g i b l e improvements i n t he s i t u a t i o n 

d e s c r i b e d i s t h a t o f u rban r e n e w a l , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n B e l f a s t . 

U n t i l now, t h e U n i t e d Kingdom government has not been a b l e t o p r o v i d e t he 

means t o t a k e adequa te and s u f f i c i e n t l y r a p i d a c t i o n t o meet B e l f a s t ' s needs 

f o r u rban r e n e w a l . Community a i d would t h e r e f o r e p roduce t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s 

i n s p e e d i n g up t he e x e c u t i o n o f a g r e a t e r volume o f i n f r a s t r u c t u r e works w i t h 

b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t s on employment and on the many s e c t o r s o f a c t i v i t y c o n n e c t e d 

w i t h t h e s e w o r k s . 

In o r d e r t o be e f f e c t i v e and s i g n i f i c a n t , t he a c t i o n t o promote u rban renewa l 

i n t he B e l f a s t a r e a s h o u l d c o v e r s e v e r a l y e a r s and be imp lemented ove r a p e r i o d 

a t l e a s t as long as t h a t e n v i s a g e d f o r t he i n t e g r a t e d o p e r a t i o n , i . e . t h r e e y e a r s . 

E x p e n d i t u r e i n t he r e g i o n o f 1 0 0 m i l l i o n ECU t h e r e f o r e seems a p p r o p r i a t e . 

The a d d i t i o n a l i t y o f t he i n c r e a s e d Community e x p e n d i t u r e i n r e l a t i o n t o n a t i o n a l 

e x p e n d i t u r e s h o u l d be measured w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o the t o t a l a n n u a l volume o f 

e x p e n d i t u r e i n c u r r e d by t he U n i t e d Kingdom f o r u rban renewa l i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

and i n the B e l f a s t a r e a . E x p e n d i t u r e f o r t h i s pu rpose s h o u l d no t d i m i n i s h i n 

r e a l te rms i n t he c o u r s e o f t h e p e r i o d o f a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e s p e c i a l m e a s u r e , o r , 

a t l e a s t , t he p r o p o r t i o n o f t h i s e x p e n d i t u r e i n t h e t o t a l n a t i o n a l e x p e n d i t u r e 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d s h o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d , the r e p o r t o f t h e U n i t e d Kingdom a u t h o r i t i e s 

i n d i c a t i n g c l e a r l y how the money f rom the Community has been u s e d . 

To o b t a i n t h i s r e s u l t , a r a t e o f c o n t r i b u t i o n up t o 70 % and advances up t o 8 0 % 

o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s h o u l d be p o s s i b l e . 

As t he r e g u l a t i o n i s based on A r t i c l e 235 o f t h e EEC T r e a t y , c o n s u l t a t i o n o f 

P a r l i a m e n t i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e . The Commiss ion a l s o recommends the C o u n c i l t o o b t a i n 

t he o p i n i o n o f t he Economic and S o c i a l Commi t t ee . 



P r o p o s a l f o r a 

COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) 

i n s t i t u t i n g a s p e c i f i c measure t o promote u rban r e n e w a l 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ( B e l f a s t ) 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Hav ing r e g a r d to the T r e a t y e s t a b l i s h i n g the European Economic Communi ty , 

and i n p a r t i c u l a r A r t i c l e 235 t h e r e o f , 

Hav ing r e g a r d to the p r o p o s a l f rom the C o m m i s s i o n , 

Hav ing r e g a r d t o the o p i n i o n o f t he European P a r l i a m e n t , 

Hav ing r e g a r d t o the o p i n i o n o f t he Economic and S o c i a l Commi t t ee , 

Whereas N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i s one o f t he p e r i p h e r a l r e g i o n s o f t he Community 

e x p e r i e n c i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y s e r i o u s s t r u c t u r a l p r o b l e m s ; whereas i t t h e r e f o r e 

b e n e f i t s , at bo th n a t i o n a l and Community l e v e l s , f rom p r i o r i t y t r e a t m e n t 

and from a number o f s p e c i f i c measures i n v a r i o u s f i e l d s ; 

Whereas the European P a r l i a m e n t , i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n o f 19 June 1981 ( 1 ) , 

emphas ized i.he s t e a d i l y d e t e r i o r a t i n g s o c i a l and economic s i t u a t i o n i n 

t h i s r e g i o n and drew p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n , i n t he r e p o r t s on wh ich 

( 1 ) O . J . No C 1 7 2 , 1 3 . 7 . 1 9 8 1 , p . 122 
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t h a t r e s o l u t i o n i s b a s e d , t o t h e p o v e r t y a n d l o w i n c o m e s , t h e h o u s i n g 

a n d h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n B e l f a s t , t h e u n e m p l o y ­

ment a n d u n d e r e m p l o y m e n t , a n d t h e e n e r g y s u p p l y c o n d i t i o n s i n t h i s r e g i o n ; 

W h e r e a s t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m G o v e r n m e n t h a s t r a n s m i t t e d t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n 

d e t a i l s o f a s e r i e s o f r e l a t e d i n v e s t m e n t p r o j e c t s w h i c h a r e i m p o r t a n t 

f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d u r b a n r e n e w a l o f t h e B e l f a s t a r e a ; 

W h e r e a s a l m o s t h a l f t h e e x p e n d i t u r e o n t h e s e p r o j e c t s c o n c e r n s h o u s i n g ; 

w h e r e a s o t h e r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n v e s t m e n t p r o j e c t s a r e a l s o n e c e s s a r y f o r 

u r b a n r e n e w a l ; w h e r e a s t h e v o l u m e o f n a t i o n a l e x p e n d i t u r e a l l o c a t e d e a c h 

y e a r t o i n f r a s t r u c t u r e c o n t r i b u t i n g t o u r b a n r e n e w a l i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

i s n o t s u f f i c i e n t f o r i n v e s t m e n t p r o j e c t s t o b e c o m p l e t e d a t a r a t e 

c o m m e n s u r a t e w i t h t h e n e e d s e i t h e r o f t h e r e g i o n o r o f B e l f a s t ; 

W h e r e a s t h e b u d g e t a r y a u t h o r i t y h a s e n t e r e d i n I t e m 5411 o f t h e G e n e r a l 

B u d g e t a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r " C o m m u n i t y m e a s u r e s i n t h e f r a m e w o r k o f 

i n t e g r a t e d o p e r a t i o n s " ; 

W h e r e a s t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f an e x c e p t i o n a l m e a s u r e t o p r o m o t e u r b a n 

r e n e w a l i n t h e B e l f a s t a r e a , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s c u r r e n t l y 

o f f e r e d by t h e e x i s t i n g f i n a n c i a l i n s t r u m e n t s , w o u l d make a c o n t r i b u t i o n , 

t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l t h e s p e c i f i c m e a s u r e s u n d e r t a k e n i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , 

t o t h e e f f o r t s n e e d e d t o b r i n g a b o u t a s t e a d y i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e s i t u a t i o n 

i n t h a t r e g i o n , p r o v i d e d t h a t a l l t h e i n v e s t m e n t p r o j e c t s a r e c a r r i e d o u t 

w i t h due d i s p a t c h ; 

HAS ADOPTED T H I S R E G U L A T I O N 
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A r t i c l e 1 

A s p e c i f i c m e a s u r e t o p r o m o t e u r b a n r e n e w a l i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i s 

h e r e b y e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h e B e l f a s t a r e a . 

A r t i c l e 2 

T h e s p e c i f i c m e a s u r e s h a l l c o n s i s t o f t h e j o i n t f i n a n c i n g b y t h e C o m m u n i t y 

a n d t h e p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d o f i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n v e s t m e n t 

p r o j e c t s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o u r b a n r e n e w a l i n t h e B e l f a s t a r e a . 

A r t i c l e 3 

The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o j e c t s w h i c h t h e C o m m u n i t y may h e l p t o f i n a n c e s h a l l 

be c h o s e n f r o m a l i s t t o be s u b m i t t e d e a c h y e a r by t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m , 

a c c o m p a n i e d by a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e a s s e s s m e n t o f e a c h 

p r o j e c t , s u c h as i t s n a t u r e , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a n d l o c a t i o n , t h e a u t h o r i t y 

r e s p o n s i b l e , t h e t o t a l c o s t , t h e f i n a n c i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s , t h e s c h e d u l e 

o f work a n d e x p e n d i t u r e a n d a n y o t h e r r e l e v a n t d e t a i l s . 

The C o m m i s s i o n may r e q u e s t a n y a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g a n y o f 

t h e p r o j e c t s o n t h i s l i s t . 

A r t i c l e 4 

I n o r d e r t o q u a l i f y f o r a C o m m u n i t y c o n t r i b u t i o n u n d e r t h i s R e g u l a t i o n , 

p r o j e c t s rr· j s t s a t i s f y t h e f o l l o w i n g c o n d i t i o n s : 

- t h e y mus t n o t h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e d a t t h e t i m e t h e l i s t i s s u b m i t t e d ; 

- t h e y mus t i n v o l v e c a p i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e b o r n e by t h e p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s ; 
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- t h e y mus t c o n t r i b u t e t o u r b a n r e n e w a l i n t h e B e l f a s t a r e a , t o t h e 

r a i s i n g o f l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s a n d t o t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t ; 

- t h e y mus t be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e r e g i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m m e f o r 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d w h i c h t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m i s r e q u i r e d t o c o m m u n i c a t e 
1 

t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n u n d e r A r t i c l e 6 o f C o u n c i l R e g u l a t i o n ( E E C ) No 7 2 4 / 7 5 . 

A r t i c l e 5 

T h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m G o v e r n m e n t s h a l l a l s o p r o v i d e t h e C o m m i s s i o n w i t h a l l 

t h e i n f o r m a t i o n i t n e e d s t o s a t i s f y i t s e l f t h a t t h e C o m m u n i t y a i d i s 

a d d i t i o n a l t o t h e t o t a l v o l u m e o f n a t i o n a l e x p e n d i t u r e a l l o c a t e d t o t h e 

i n v e s t m e n t p r o j e c t s n e c e s s a r y f o r u r b a n r e n e w a l , i n c l u d i n g t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

p r o j e c t s b e n e f i t t i n g f r o m t h i s C o m m u n i t y a i d . The g r a n t i n g o f t h e a i d s h a l l 

be s u b j e c t t o a f i n d i n g t h a t i t i s i n d e e d a d d i t i o n a l t h e r e t o . 

A r t i c l e 6 

W i t h i n t h e l i m i t s o f t h e b u d g e t r e s o u r c e s e a r m a r k e d f o r t h i s m e a s u r e u n d e r 

t h e b u d g e t a r y p r o c e d u r e a n d a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e p e r i o d 1 9 8 3 t o 1 9 8 5 , 

t h e amoun t o f C o m m u n i t y a i d may n o t e x c e e d 70% o f t h e c o s t 

o f t h e i n v e s t m e n t . T h i s l i m i t s h a l l a l s o a p p l y w h e r e d i f f e r e n t C o m m u n i t y 

a i d s a r e c o m b i n e d . 

A r t i e l e 7 

The a n n u a l l i s t o f p r o j e c t s a n d t h e d r a f t C o m m i s s i o n d e c i s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

g r a n t i n g o f .· c o n t r a b u t i o n s s h a l l be t r a n s m i t t e d t o t h e E u r o p e a n R e g i o n a l 

D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d C o m m i t t e e . D e c i s i o n s s h a l l b e t a k e n by t h e C o m m i s s i o n i n 

a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e p r o c e d u r e l a i d down f o r t h e g r a n t i n g o f a i d f r o m t h i s 

F u n d . 

0 J No L 7 3 , 2 1 . 3 . 1 9 7 5 , p . 1 
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A r t i c l e 8 

A t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m , a d v a n c e s n o t e x c e e d i n g 8 0 % o f t h e 

amoun t o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n g r a n t e d f o r e a c h p r o j e c t may be p a i d . The 

b a l a n c e f o r e a c h p r o j e c t s h a l l b e p a i d a f t e r i t s c o m p l e t i o n , on r e c e i p t 

o f a s t a t e m e n t f r o m t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m G o v e r n m e n t c e r t i f y i n g t h a t t h e 

p r o j e c t i n q u e s t i o n h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d a n d t h a t a l l t h e p a y m e n t s r e l a t i n g 

t o i t h a v e b e e n m a d e . 

The U n i t e d K i n g d o m s h a l l r e f u n d t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n a n y a m o u n t s w h i c h h a v e 

n o t b e e n u s e d p u r s u a n t t o t h i s R e g u l a t i o n o r p u r s u a n t t o t h e d e c i s i o n s t o g r a n t 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s a n d w h i c h h a v e n o t b e e n u s e d f o r o t h e r p r o j e c t s o n t h e l i s t . 

A r t i c l e 9 

I n D e c e m b e r o f e a c h y e a r , b e g i n n i n g i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 8 3 , t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m 

s h a l l t r a n s m i t t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e l i s t o f p r o j e c t s f o r 

t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r , a r e p o r t o n t h e p r o j e c t s i n p r o g r e s s w h i c h h a v e 

r e c e i v e d a i d f r o m t h e C o m m u n i t y . T h i s r e p o r t s h a l l be t r a n s m i t t e d t o 

t h e C o u n c i l a n d t h e E u r o p e a n P a r l i a m e n t a t t h e same t i m e a s a r e p o r t f r o m 

t h e C o m m i s s i o n o n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s R e g u l a t i o n . 

A r t i c l e 10 

The U n i t e d K i n g d o m s h a l l p r o v i d e t h e C o m m i s s i o n w i t h a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

n e c e s s a r y Tor t h e p r o p e r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e s p e c i f i c m e a s u r e a n d s h a l l 

t a k e a l l t h e m e a s u r e s r e q u i r e d t o f a c i l i t a t e a n y c h e c k s w h i c h t h e C o m m i s s i o n 

c o n s i d e r s s h o u l d b e m a d e , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h o s e i n v o l v i n g t h e a u t h o r i t i e s 

a n d b o d i e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c a r r y i n g o u t t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o j e c t s , i n c l u d i n g 

o n - t h e - s p o t c h e c k s . 
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A r t i c l e 11 

In agreement w i t h the C o m m i s s i o n , the U n i t e d Kingdom s h a l l t a k e a l l 

t he s t e p s n e c e s s a r y to p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n on and t o p u b l i c i z e t h e 

s p e c i f i c measu re . 

A r t i c l e 12 

T h i s R e g u l a t i o n s h a l l a p p l y f o r a p e r i o d o f t h r e e y e a r s s t a r t i n g f rom 

the d a t e on which t he s p e c i f i c measure commences. T h i s p e r i o d may be 

e x t e n d e d by the C o u n c i l on a p r o p o s a l f rom the C o m m i s s i o n . 

A r t i c l e 13 

T h i s R e g u l a t i o n s h a l l e n t e r i n t o f o r c e on t he day f o l l o w i n g i t s 

p u b l i c a t i o n i n the O f f i c i a l J o u r n a l o f t h e European C o m m u n i t i e s . 

T h i s R e g u l a t i o n s h a l l be b i n d i n g i n i t s e n t i r e t y and d i r e c t l y a p p l i c a b l e 

i n a l l Member S t a t e s . 

Done at B r u s s e l s , 1983 Fo r t he Counc i L 

The P r e s i d e n t 


